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WASHI NGTON, D. C

| ssued by the Departnent of Transportation
on the 11th day of Decenber, 1996

Agreenent adopted by the Tariff :

Coor di nati ng Conferences of the : Docket OST-96- 1973
International Air Transport Association

relating to transatl anti c passenger fares:

ORDER

Various nenbers of the International Ar Transport Associatio n
(1 ATA) have filed an agreenment with the Departnent under

section 41309 of Title 49 of t he Wnited States Code (the Code) and
Part 303 of the Departnment's regulations. The agreenent wa S
adopted by nmail vote for effectiveness on January 1, 1997. Y

The agreenent readopts, through March 31, 1997 and with no change

in fare levels, the North Atla ntic-Africa passenger fare structure
whi ch expired on Septenber 30, 1996, and whi ch was | ast appr oved by
the Departnent in Order 96-3-58, March 26, 1996.

Ve will approve the agreenent. Based on the information

submitted and other relevant naterial, we conclude that th e
agreenent, as conditioned below, will not result in fares that

are unlawful or injurious to conpetition in the markets at

I ssue. Qur approval of these readopted fares, however, wll b e
subject to the conditions that we attached to our earlier approval

in Order 96-3-58, particularly those regarding adherence to th e
Departnent's Standard Foreign Fare Level (SFFL) criteria.

Pursuant to authority assigned by the Departnent's Regul ations,
14 CFR 385. 13:

1. W do not find the follow ng resolution, which is incorporated
in the agreenment in Docket OST-96-1973 and which has direc t
application in foreign air transportation as defined by the Code,
to be adverse to the public interest or in violation of the Code,
provi ded that approval is subject, where applicable, to pre vi ousl y

Y/ I ATA TCl2 Tel ex Mail Vote 839, filed with the Depart nent
on Novenber 20, 1996.



i nposed condi tions:

Docket | ATA Resol ution
OST-96- 1973 PTC12 (Muail 839) 002

2. This agreenent is a product of the I|ATA tariff conferenc e
machinery, which the Department found to be anticonpetitive bu t
nevert hel ess approved on foreign policy grounds by O der 85-5-32,

May 6, 1985. The Departnent found that inportant transportatio n
needs were not obtai nable by reasonably available alternativ e neans
having materially less anticonpetitive effects. Antitrust i muni ty
was autonatically conferred upon these conferences because, where

an anticonpetitive agreenent is approved in order to attain other
objectives, the conferral of a ntitrust immunity is nandatory under
section 41308 of the Code.

O der 85-5-32 contenplates that the products of the fare and rate
conferences will be subject to individual scrutiny and will be

approved, provided they are of a kind specifically sanctioned by
O der 85-5-32 and are not adverse to the public interest or i n
violation of the Code. As with the underlying |ATA conferenc e
machi nery, upon approval of a conference agreenent, imunity fo r
that agreenent nust be conferr ed under the Code. Consequently, we
will grant antitrust imunity to the agreenment in Docket CST-96

1973 as set forth in finding paragraph 1 above, subject, wher e
applicable, to the conditions inposed therein.

ACCORDI NALY,

V¢ approve and grant antitrust imunity to the agreenent contai ned

i n Docket CBT-96-1973, as set forth in finding paragraph one above,
subj ect, where applicable, to previously inposed conditions.

Persons entitled to petition the Departnent for review of thi S

order, under 14 CFR 385.50, may file such petitions within t en days
after the date of service of this order.

This order shall be effective and becone the action of th e
Departnment of Transportation upon expiration of the above period,
unless within such period a petition for reviewis filed or th
Assi st ant Secretary for Policy and International Affairs give S
notice that he will reviewthis order on his ow notion.
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By:

Paul L. Getch
Drector, Ofice of International Aviation
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